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US mid-terms enter final stretch, with truth, justice
and the American way almost completely hidden
from view
How is it that these US mid-terms are generating more sound and fury than any other mid-terms in recent memory?
That US is divided is not new news, but just how divided it is becomes increasingly clear every day, as partisan news
services push out bespoke messages with views that never seem to come close to meeting on common ground.
In part, of course, President Trump's style of politics has heightened tensions. In particular, he's shown a canny ability
to draw the media into the debate as an issue in itself.
This has added a heightened tension and anxiety to much of the commentary, and it's certainly no longer clear at all
where Americans should go for unbiased reporting. Whether or not the news is "fake" is moot. But impartial, it ain't.
One of the defining things about both candidate Trump and President Trump has been his interaction with this new
dynamic. It's probably true that algorithms of social media encouraged the left in the US to live in more of a bubble than
the right, simply because their bubble reflected the broad spectrum of US media.
Mr Trump's response has been to counterattack hard on Twitter and through the medium of Fox News and, when he
occasionally steps over the mark, to claim that he wasn't actually being serious anyway.
Who knows if he really thinks it's okay to body slam journalists, or whether the caravan that is advancing on the US
really represents the existential threat he says it does?
Who knows too if the tweet he put out on 21st October warning of voter fraud is to be taken altogether seriously.
To be sure, it will be forgotten if the Republicans win big.
But if they don't, there is a distinct possibility that some on the right will claim that the "Deep State" Mr Trump has
occasionally invoked has stolen the election.
It's not that the US hasn't had issues with counting votes in the past. There was the famous hanging chad episode that
secured George W Bush the Presidency and relegated Al Gore to the role of environmental campaigner.
But this time round, the dialogue around any such claims and counter-claims that get made will be very different. Then,
the issue was largely one of the accuracy of the vote-counting machines and the competency of the administrators.
Conspiracy may have been whispered, but it wasn't a word that entered into the mainstream, in spite of the immense
consequences that followed.
Now though, the context is very different. Neither side even allows that the other has any moral case to make, and both
sides frequently assert that the other is out of touch with reality. And this is not just hyperbole at the high point of
campaign rallies. No, it's part of the every day dialogue.
All of which begs an interesting question about losing: does either side know how to do it any more? Mr Trump, for all
his posturing about corruption and swamps, has thus far only been a winner when it comes to US elections. At some
stage he will lose, as all democratic politicians do in the end. It seems unlikely that he will he walk off the stage
gracefully. The more pertinent question is how much of the edifice of US politics will he take down with him?
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If Republicans lose these mid-terms we will start to get an insight into that issue. But conversely, liberals, and
particularly those further to the left seem now to be driven by an almost quasi-religious zeal, virtue-signalling all day and
condemning as morally lost all those who disagree with their chosen line.
For these people, prejudice and racism have emerged as the original sins of Western civilisation. To deny the
legitimacy and force of those sins is to be cast out beyond the liberal pale. There is not much grounds for losing with
good grace here either.
With markets dipping, the dollar somewhat weaker, the gold price up and oil up too, the economic backdrop to all this
remains fascinating. Will Mr Trump pull off a new trade deal with President Xi of China, as the traders selling the dollar
hope? If he can, he will be one step closer to realising his own vision of making America great again.
Whether or not he can take enough of the country with him remains the most fascinating political question of our time.

Proactive Investors facilitate the largest global investor network across 4 continents in 4 languages. With a team of analysts
journalists & professional investors Proactive produce independent coverage on 1000's of companies across every sector for private
investors,
private
client
brokers,
fund
managers
and
international
investor
communities.
Contact us

+44 (0)1202 770386

action@proactiveinvestors.com

No investment advice
Proactive Investors is a publisher and is not registered with or authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). You understand and agree that no content
published constitutes a recommendation that any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any
specific person. You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential,
advisability, value or suitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including company related products,
and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that contributors
may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases where the position
is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and agree that at the
time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price and other data is
supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such calculations are
guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior columns and opinions we have published. These references may be selective,
may reference only a portion of an column or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information
and
data
may
not
be
current
and
should
not
be
relied
upon.

uk.proactiveinvestors.com

na.proactiveinvestors.com

www.proactiveinvestors.com.au

www.proactiveinvestors.de

www.proactiveinvestors.com.hk

United Kingdom

North America

Australia

Germany

China

Proactive Investors Ltd
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

The Business Centre Wool House, 74 Back Church Lane

London, E1 1AF

United Kingdom Company No. 05639690

VAT No. 87207082

